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Activity One 

Advantages of Living in a Big City 

Do you live in a big city? It is said that living in big cities is expensive because of the high living 

cost. There are also pollution and traffic problems that make living in big cities unpleasant. 

However, many people enjoy living in big cities because they offer convenience and countless 

options for entertainment. 

Many big cities already have good public transportation systems, which make it easy for the 

citizens to go anywhere around the city. This also reduces and helps overcome the problem of 

traffic jams that often occur at peak times. With the convenience of public transportation, the 

citizens do not have to drive everywhere and can save money as they do not have to pay for 

parking charges. 

Staying healthy is everybody’s concern and in big cities you can find the best possible medical 

care for any diseases, especially the severe ones. Moreover, compared to rural areas, access to 

medical treatment is easier because there are always clinics or medical centres that open 24 

hours in many parts of the city so you can get medical help anytime, as soon as you need it. 

Reaching hospitals is also easier as public transport is usually available 24 hours a day. 

There is a saying that big cities never sleep. This is true for some cities in which the nightlife 

begins just when people in other cities are ready to go to bed. Big cities like New York, Madrid, 

London and Paris have vibrant nightlife. People can still find entertainment, dine out or go 

shopping into the early hours.  

City dwellers are usually more diverse and there are many communities that hold social events or 

parties, which provide interesting opportunities for social interactions and social networking. The 

social interactions allow you to learn about other cultures and share interests with people from 

different backgrounds, which makes you more open minded and able to understand individuals. 

On the other hand, the social networking helps you to broaden not only personal but also 

professional relationships. 

All in all, living in big cities is more convenient because of the complete facilities provided. The 

advanced transportation system enables the citizens to access public facilities easier, cheaper and 

faster. Big cities also provide better education and health service. In addition, city life is more fun 

and exciting because there is a wide range of entertainment to enjoy and a lot of social events to 

attend.  

After reading the above passages try and answer the questions below: 
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1) Why do many people like living in big cities? 

A. It is more expensive 

B. It is more modern 

C. It is more crowded 

D. It offers more entertainment 

 

2) What is the advantage of a good public transportation system? 

A. People do need to buy bus tickets 

B. People do not need to drive their car everywhere 

C. People can use public transport for free 

D. People have to pay for parking charges 

 

3) Why is it easier to get medical treatment in big cities? 

A. Because medical treatment is more affordable 

B. Because hospital facilities are more complete 

C. Because ambulances are provided for free 

D. Because medical centres are open 24 hours 

 

4) What can people in big cities do in the early hours but people in rural areas cannot? 

 

A. Dine out 

B. Sleep 

C. Go jogging 

D. Travel 

 

5) What is the benefit of attending social events? 

A. You can treat your friends. 

B. You can be a social person 

C. You can learn about cultural diversity 

D. You can be more open about yourself 

  

ACTIVITY TWO   

Reading Buildings 

1. Can you describe a building for somebody who has never seen it? In words? In pictures?  

2. Estimate the size of the building; high, length, breadth. (Pace the building out, one step is about one 
metre.)  

3. Why does the building have these measurements?  

4. Make a general description of the building: does it have windows, doors, colours, scale?  

5. Can you enter the building? How does it smell? How does it taste? How does it feel? How does it 
sound?  



 

The ViRAL Project 2018-1-AT01-KA204-039209 has been funded with support from the 

European Commission. This document reflects the views only of the author and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which might be made of the information 

contained herein. 

 

6. Can you go in different rooms? Does every room feel the same? Does it smell/ taste/ sound the same 
in every room?  

7. What shape has the building? Round, quadratic, rectangular etc ?  

8. What material(s) is it made of?  

9. Why did they choose this material?  

10. What are the pluses and minuses of this material?  

11. What raw material as used for the building materials?  

12. How is the shape of the building influenced by the material  

13. How is the function influenced by the material?  

14. Can you reuse the material?  

15. Is the building an ecological or environmentally sound building?  

16. Is it symmetrical or asymmetrical?  

17. What colour is the building? Is the colour influence by light, shadow? How? Describe  

18. Is there any decoration? Sculptures, pattern, details. Does the material of the facade define a 
pattern?  

19. Do you like this building? Please explain, don’t just answer yes or no !  

20. Is this building modern or old. Classical? Traditional?  

21. Does the building stand alone or is it part of a series?  

22. Is it made by hand or by machine?  

23. How is the building used? (ask someone who lives/works there?)  

24. Has it been changed in any way?  

25. Does it need renovation?  

26. Is it a functional building, can everyone use it?  

27. Can you measure the building quality in any way?  

28. How much do you estimate that it is worth? In money? In another way of measuring?  

29. What is most typical or significant with this building? What stands out most?  

30. Is there any text on the building? What does it say? Why is it there?  

31. Are there any symbols on the building?  

32. What would this building have looked like 100, 200, 500, 1000 years ago?  
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